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This publication is an output from a research project funded by the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID) for the benefit of developing countries.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of DFID. R8305 Forestry Research Programme.
The Plenary session on the final day of the workshop was concerned with the development of priorities for action and the drafting of the workshop resolution. Following the reports of the four Day 2 discussion sessions, each group was asked to present their two highest priority issues under three headings as listed below. These lists were further prioritised by the plenary group to identify the two highest priority issues under each heading as listed in the Resolution. This was followed by the ratification of the text of the workshop Resolution. 
Regional co-operation

· NTFP (with traditional medicine as a start) programme at the regional level with various sub-programmes

· Regional information sharing and communication systems

· Structures from local to SADC level to mainstream traditional medicine as a sector to regulate

· Harmonise protocols/certificates and legal systems for movement of medicinal plants

· Promotion of regional collaboration in project planning and implementation

· Establishment of regional database to support research, trade, regulation and information exchange

· Co-operation in sharing of information and research expertise through regional co-operation

· Co-ordination of bio-prospecting activities to make sure benefits come back to communities

Future projects
· Research and development of sustainable harvest and value adding of medicinal plants for improvement of livelihoods for rural communities

· Big cultivation programme to supplement the supply to meet the huge demand

· Development of sustainable harvesting guidelines for different plant parts and lifeforms

· Training centres for traditional medicine

· Resource assessment & quotas

· Extend project to include root harvesting and other parts of selected species

· Research and development on propagation and sustainable management of medicinal plants

Advocacy
· Lobby SADC for environmental and natural resources projects and put NR on the agenda

· Get the message on sustainable harvesting issues throughout medicinal supply chain

· Harmonising of policies at national, regional and interregional levels

· Adoption of best sustainable harvesting practices through appropriate change e.g. lobbying MPS and media

· Reviewing the laws and gazzetting of popular medicinal species

· Making a big case on cultivation and domestication to replace wild collection

· THPAZ must lobby government to include them in the health care delivery systems

· To promote and support linkages between THPAZ and other stakeholders at local and national levels
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